Local Docs in National News

Peter Degolia, MD, medical director
of Hospice and Palliative Care at Southwest
General Medical Center published two
articles in the January 2009 issue of Clinical
Geriatrics: “Geriatric Trauma: integrating
geriatric medicine consultation within a
trauma service,” and “Moving geriatric

trauma toward better outcomes.”

Henry B. Koon, MD, and Amitabh
Chak, MD, received 2008 Pilot Award
Core grants from the Clinical and
Translational Science Collaborative.
Dr. Koon’s research will look for genetic
markers that can predict if melanoma will
spread through the lymph system. Working
with Dr. Koon on the project are Kord
Honda, MD, etc. (See Ireland Cancer
Center update.)

Four Cleveland Clinic Lerner Research
Institute researchers recently received

grants totaling more than $2.3 million:

Chris Eng, MD, PhD, chair, Genomic
Medicine Institute, was awarded a total
of $250,000 over 1 year for “Differential
Biallelic Expression of PTEN in Patients
with Heterozygous Germline (new) and
Genes that Affect Mitochondrial Function
as Novel Mediators of Breast Cancer
Susceptibility (continuing).” Funded by the
Breast Cancer Research Foundation.

James Finke, PhD, Immunology, was
awarded $240,598 over 2 years for “Defining
the Mechanisms by which Sunitinib
Regulates T-regulatory and Myeloid Derived
Suppressor Cells in-Renal Cell Carcinoma
Patients Resulting in Improved T cell
Immunity.” Funded by Pfizer, Inc.

Neetu Gupta, PhD, Immunology,
was awarded $115,875 over 1 year for
“A Systems Biology Approach'to’ Evaluate
Ezrin as a Therapeutic Target in Breast
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Cancer.” Funded by the U.S. Department
of Defense.”

Steven Leitman, MD, Biomedical
Engineering, was awarded $1,713,265
over 5 years for “Molecular Mechanisms
in Bone Resorption (RO1).” Funded by the
National Institute of Dental & Craniofacial
Research/NIH.

Three physicians from MetroHealth
Medical Center recently received honors
from The American College of Emergency
Physicians (ACEP). Louis S. Binder, MD,
Thomas W. Lukens, MD, and Jonathan
Siff, MD, were each named a “Hero of
Emergency Medicine.” The campaign, which
is part.of ACEP’s 40th anniversary, recog-
nizes emergency physicians who have made
significant contributions to emergency medi-
cine, their communities and their patients.

Dr. Binder began his tenure at



MetroHealth in 1999. His accomplish-
ments as an educator earned him the
Case Western Reserve University School
of Medicine’s annual Kaiser-Permanente
Excellence in Teaching Award in 2004.
Dr. Binder has authored 56 peer-reviewed
publications and 145 scientific presentations
ina wide array of topics. He also is a profes-

sor at Case Western Reserve University.

Dr. Lukens was among the founding
faculty of the emergency medicine residency
at MetroHealth in 1991, and has assisted
in the teaching of more than 125 emer-
gency medicine residents since that time.
He was appointed to the medical team at
MetroHealth in 1985. He is a long-time
ACEP board member representing Ohio
ACEP, and a member of several national
ACEP committees. Dr. Lukens co-founded
the Northeast Ohio Society of Emergency
Medicine, a forum focusing on \common
goals and education..He isan associate profes-

sor at Case‘Western Reserve University.

Since joining MetroHealth in 1997,
Dr. Siff has helped spearhead a hospi-
tal-wide effort to develop: 4 policy and
methodology to create care plans for
populations)of emergency department pa-
tients; improving their care throughout the
organization. In 2007, Dr. Siff was the only
emergency medicine physician appointed to
the Practicing Physicians Advisory Council,
anational body which advises the Center for
Medicare & Medicaid Services and the U.S.
Department of Health and Human Services
on physician regulatory policy. He also is
an established member of ACEP’s National
Reimbursement Committee and chair of
Ohio ACEP’s Reimbursement Committee.
He is an assistant professor at Case Western
Reserve University.

ACEP is a national medical specialty
society representing emergency medicine
with more than 26,000 members. ACEP
is committed to advancing emergency care
through continuing education, research and
public education. Headquartered in Dallas,
Texas, ACEP has 53 chapters representing
each state, as well as Puerto Rico and the
District of Columbia. B
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Affinity Medical Center’s (Massillon)
trauma center obtained Level III re-veri-
fication from the Committee on Trauma
(COT) of the American College of Surgeons
(ACS). Established by the ACS in 1987, the
COT?s Verification/ Consultation program
for Hospitals promotes the development
of trauma centers in which participants
provide not only the resources necessary
for trauma care from the pre-hospital phase
through rehabilitation to address the needs

of all injured patients.

Akron Children’s Hospital (ACH)
and Aultman Hospital in Canton have
teamed up to offer the pediatric specialty
clinics several times a month at Aultman:
Pediatric pulmonologists are available at
Aultman on the first and third Monday
mornings of €ach month to offer general
pulmonology services to infants, children
and teens, including pulmonary func-
tion tests, allergy skin tests and asthma
cducation. Patients requiring-a multi-
disciplinary medical,team, such as those
with cystic fibrosis, infants with apnea
and those dependent on respiratory tech-
nology, will still need to schedule their
appointments at ACH’s main campus in
downtown Akron. On the fourth Tuesday
of each month pediatric neurologists see
patients at Aultman from 8 a.m. to 4:30
p-m. This includes patients with head-
aches, epilepsy, scizure disorders, head

injuries and neuromuscular disorders.

Akron General Health System has
been honored by Modern Healthcare maga-
zine as one of the nation’s most efficient
integrated health networks. Akron General
was the only system in Summit County, and
one of only five in the state of Ohio, to make
the Top 100 list. In compiling its annual
ranking, Modern Healthcare used objective,
comprehensive data gathered annually
from integrated health networks across the
country. The data included a wide range of

areas that demonstrated an organization’s
commitment to integration throughout its
operation. Surveyors examined criteria,
such as the number of physicians employed
by the system and the levels of integration
in medical care protocols, purchasing and
case management. Modern Healthcare also
explored the availability of programs in
disease management and how integrated
a system is in its information systems and

medical records.

Alliance Community Hospital
(ACH) has implemented the Alliance
Community-Medical Foundation, LLC
(ACMF). ACMF is a partnership between
Alliance Community Hospital and area
physicians that is aimed at retaining the
top clinicians and medical services'in the
region. It will cnable physicians to focus
their attention on direct patient care, since
dailybusiness operations will be handled by

the Foundation.

Aultman Hospital (Canton) recently
received a grant from the March of Dimes
Foundation to expand capacity and increase
participation for the CenteringPregnancy
program that helps uninsured and underin-
sured expectant mothers better understand
prenatal care and take an active role in their
babies’ development. The primary goal of
decreasing preterm births is accomplished
by creating a fun, educational environ-
ment that encourages women to attend
the 90-minute appointments along side
8-12 women with similar due dates. The
5-year-old program has increase attendance
by 28 percent for these patients compared to
traditional obstetric patients in the clinic.

Cleveland Clinic researchers have
developed models, or “nomograms,” for
predicting success of kidney transplants. A
research team from the Glickman Urological
and Kidney Institute at Cleveland Clinic
analyzed data from the United Network
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for Organ Sharing registry to determine
kidney function in transplant patients after
one year and five years. The team used the
data to then determine which character-
istics have the most significant impact on
outcomes. Among the factors they analyzed
were a donor’s age, gender and the donor’s
size in comparison to the recipient. They
then translated this information into charts
and tables that can be used in counseling
recipients about the kidney donor who will
provide the best match. Their study will be
published in the March 2009 issue of The
Journal of Urology.

Fairview-Hospital recently received
Magnet Status, the highest national award
for nursing excellence, from the American
Nurse Credentialing Center (ANCC).
Magnet recognition serves as external
recognition of exceptional care that is
provided to patients and their families.
Only 5 percent of the hospitals in the na-
tion have received this recognition. The
ANCC awarded Fairview Hospital this
award after reviewing nearly 3,500 pages of
submitted documentation demonstrating
achievements in patient care, nurse satis-
faction, quality improvement and nursing
research. This was followed by a three-day
on-site inspection by Magnet appraisers
that included visits to all patient care ar-
eas, all external Fairview Hospital sites,
and interviews with hundreds of nurses,
employees, physicians, Board Members

and community members.

Marymount Hospital (Garfield
Heights) is reportedly the first community
hospital in northeast Ohio to install a multi-
axis angiography system featuring robotic
technology. The new technology allows
for greater ease in positioning patients, as
well as visualization of larger sections of
the anatomy. It is the same angiography
system used at Cleveland Clinic’s main

campus to help diagnose and treat vascular



disease, including carotid artery disease,
aortic aneurysms, circulatory conditions,
and more. The angiography system was
installed in a spacious new suite, dedicated
exclusively to vascular procedures. In to-
tal, the multi-axis angiography system and
new vascular suite represent a $2.5 mil-
lion investment to Marymount Hospital’s

clinical capabilities.

Medina General Hospital’s Peds
Emergency Department offers after-hours,
pediatric medical care for children Monday
through Saturday 4-11 p.m. and on Sunday
2-11 p.m. Decorated in a “rain forest” theme
with jungle animal and safari truck exam
tables and supplied with DVD players to
keep children entertained or distracted
during procedures, the Peds ED is very kid-
friendly. Seven board certified pediatricians
and a team of pediatric nurses staffthe Peds
ED. With the availability of on-site lab and
radiology services, they are able to care for
over 95 percent of the patients who come
through the door, including babies who
are afew days old through teenagers 17

years of age.

Mercy,Medical Center (Canton) was
the first in the Canton area to offer PET/
CT scans via mobile service and now is
the only facility between Cleveland and
Columbus to offer PET/CT scans on site,
giving patients rapid access to needed
testing. For years, physicians have relied
on separate results from CT scans and
PET scans to find and diagnose tumors.
Mercy’s PET/CT unit combines PET and
CT technology into a single imaging system
and superimposes the two scans, creating a
“fused image” that pinpoints the cancerous
areas in a patient’s body. This can lead to

carlier detection and treatment.

Parma Community General
Hospital has a unique Emergency
Department (ED) process known as Doc
at the Door to make delivery of care quicker
and more efficient, and patients love it. For

the past three months, Press Ganey patient

satisfaction scores have been in the 90th
percentile. With Doc at the Door, a physician
assessment occurs within approximately 30
minutes of the patient’s arrival. A prelimi-
nary diagnosis and testing can be ordered
by the physician before the patient is even
brought back into an ED patient room.
The physician heads a team, including a
nurse, paramedic and technician, who can
perform EKGs, draw blood and start IVs.
The ED recently completed renovation to
remove registration areas near the waiting
room and replace them with more private
triage rooms. Since patients are registered
at the bedside, separate registration suites

are no longer needed.

Robinson Memorial Hospital’s
(Ravenna) Visiting Nurse & Hospice
Department was recently named to the
2008 -HomeCare Elite for the third con¢
secutive year. This annual reyiew identifies
the top 25 percent-of Medicare-certified
agencics, ranked by an analysis of per-
formance measures in quality outcomes,
quality improvement and financial per-
formance. The HomeCare Elite status is
awarded by OCS, Inc., a data company that
helps healthcare organizations benchmark

and improve their quality of care, and by

DecisionHealth, publisher of home care’s
most respected independent newsletter,
Home Health Line, and other publications for

agency administrators.

St. John West Shore Hospital’s
Diabetes Education Program offers com-
prehensive, convenient diabetes care that is
provided through individual consultations,
group education classes, support groups, and
special community education programs. It
employs the latest innovative teaching tools
to educate and motivate clients toward bet-
ter diabetes self-management. The program
was awarded recognition status by the
American Diabetes' Association (ADA);
signifying the diabetes education services
occur in a high-quality, comprehensive
program that meets nationally established
standards. A physician referral is required
for individual and class diabetes education.
Anyone is welcome to the diabetes support

group meetings.

Southwest General Health
Center’s new Orthopedic Joint Center
(OJC) opened in November. It is the only
local orthopedic center focusing exclu-
sively on knee and hip replacement. The

OJC offers a dedicated team of experts
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including board-certified orthopedic
surgeons, specially trained nurses and
experienced physical and occupational
therapists; advanced technology; the
latest joint replacement surgery and re-
covery techniques; and extensive patient
education. Typically, patients that qualify
have surgery on Monday or Tuesday and
are discharged to home on Thursday or
Friday. Prcviously, patients might remain
in the hospital for up to eight days after
surgery. The shorter hospital stay helps
patients recover more rapidly and return

to the activities of daily living sooner.

Summa Akron City/St. Thomas
Hospitals’ DOVE (Developing Options
for Violent Emergencies) program has
been awarded the largest grant in its his-
tory —atwo-year, $426,000 Byrne Grant
from the US Department of Justice. This
grant will enable DOVE to expand its
clinical capacity on both campuses as well
as-provide clinical and professional educa-
tion throughout the communities served
by Summa hospitals to-benefit victims ‘of
acute sexual assault and domesticviolence.
DOVE provides specialized healthcare to
adolescentand adult victims of acute sexual
assault, domestic violence and elder abuse
and neglect. No victim is ever charged for

DOVE’s clinical services.

Summa Barberton Hospital has
acquired two new LOGIQ 9 ultrasound
systems, which allows for quick and precise
general ultrasound imaging for a variety of
applications including abdominal, breast
and vascular. This high-performance system
providcs high—dcﬁnition images in 3D and
4D, which provides clearer pictures to assist
in early diagnosis and help patients better
understand what they’re seeing during an

ultrasound exam.

Summa Cuyahoga Falls General
Hospital (CFGH) celebrated the opening
of its new Oncology and Infusion Center in
January. The Oncology and Infusion Center

is located on the western side of Cuyahoga

Falls General Hospital in the space that
was formerly occupied by the hospital’s
emergency department and offer easy access
for patients and their families. The center’s
entrance is covered, and free, valet parking
is provided. The Oncology and Infusion
Center offers a variety of infusion services
including chemotherapy, blood transfusions
and IV hydration.

Summa Wadsworth-Rittman Hospital
recently acquired the state-of-the-art sys-
tem, Selenia digital mammography from
Hologic. Digital mammography is different
from conventional mammography in how
the image of the breast is acquired and,
more importantly, viewed. With digital
mammography, the radiologist can magnify
the images, increase or decrease the con-
trast and invert the black and white values
while reading the images. These features
allow the radiologist to evaluatemicrocalci-
ficationsand focus on areasof concern. The
Wadsworth-Rittman Hospital Foundation
purchased the new mammography unit
with a grant received to develop women’s
health services, as well as proceeds from
the annual Black Tie event held in March

each year.

Union Hospital (Dover) has expanded
its presence at the Oxford Medical Center
in Dover. Both the Union Hospital Sleep
Disorder Center and the Cardiopulmonary
Rehabilitation Department have moved to
newly remodeled facilities on the ground
floor of the building at 340 Oxford St. The
Union Hospital Sleep Disorder Center has
diagnosed and treated more than 10,000
patients for sleep disorders. The sleep center
began in 1996 with one sleep study room
and has grown today to four sleep rooms

and a state-of-the-art control room.

University Hospitals Case
Medical Center’s adult endoscopy
unit is one of 56 units in the country to
be recognized by the American Society
for Gastrointestinal Endoscopy (ASGE)
for promoting quality in endoscopy. UH
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Case Medical Center is the only hospital
in Ohio to receive this elite honor. The
new ASGE Endoscopy Unit Recognition
Program honors endoscopy units that
follow the ASGE guidelines on qual-
ity assurance, privileging, endoscopy
reprocessing and Centers for Disease
Control infection control guidelines.
ASGE, with nearly 11,000 members
worldwide, promotes the highest
standards for endoscopic training and
practice, fosters endoscopic research,
recognizes distinguished contributions
to endoscopy, and is the foremost re-

source for endoscopic education.

Special thanks to the hospital Public Relations
administrators who submitted information for this
column. To incliide your hospital’s news, add us
Lo, your press release list or e-mail 1‘13ﬁ71rmat1'on

to jraabe(@mdnews.com. The deadline for the
May-June issue is April 3. W
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Get Summa
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to home.
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hospitals provides easy access to excellent care. In fact,
our Wadsworth-Rittman and Barberton Hospitals are just

minutes away. Discover a Summa hospital near you!

* Akron City Hospital
* Barberton Hospital
* Cuyahoga Falls General Hospital

* Robinson Memorial Hospital

\ ¢ St. Thomas Hospital

* Wadsworth-Rittman Hospital

COMING SOON! Summa’s Health Center at Lake Medina
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and more at our state-of-the-art facility on Rt. 18, just west of I-71.
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